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Historical Note: Mr. Van Loan amassed these papers pertaining to the history and
administration of Trinity Church in Athens, NY and donated them to the Vedder
Research Library in the early 1960s. Trinity Church was an Episcopalian congregation
founded in 1806 with Joseph Prentiss as the first Reverend. The church in which the
congregation held services was built in 1811 and stood along North Franklin Street. Rev.
Prentiss served as head of Trinity until 1831 and also preached in the villages of Catskill
and Coxsackie, becoming a well known and beloved member of these communities
before his death in an accident in 1835.
Summary of Contents: The collection contains select material spanning the entirety of
the church’s 19th century history, although some additional papers date to the early 20th
century. Documents related to the property and business affairs of Trinity Church,
resolutions by the parish concerning construction and maintenance, and some legal
documents are all represented and in generally fair and legible condition. Some material
pertains specifically to the work and affairs of Reverend Joseph Prentiss during his
tenure at Trinity.
Arrangement: Material is sorted chronologically when possible, otherwise folders by
relevant place or person. Box is organized as presented to VRL by the donor.
Acquisition: Gift by subject in 1964, supporting documentation not present.
Processing Details: None available.

Publication: Collection processor information unavailable, finding aid created Fall 2016
by Jonathan Palmer.
How to Access Materials: Materials are available to examine on-site at the Vedder
Research Library in Coxsackie, New York during posted Library hours as found on the
repository’s homepage.
Access Restrictions: Unrestricted.
Use Restrictions: Researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming to current
copyright laws. Duplication of print and photographic materials without express
permission of Head Librarian is strictly prohibited.
Citing Material: Identification of Item, Folder, Box, Collection Name, Date Range.
Vedder Research Library, Greene County Historical Society, Coxsackie NY.
Contents of Collection: Itemized list of collection provided on request when available
by calling or emailing the Vedder Research Library during posted hours.
Copyright Notice: Individuals requesting reproductions expressly assume the
responsibility for compliance with all pertinent provisions of the Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C.
ss101 et seq. Patrons further agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Vedder
Research Library and its staff in connection with any disputes arising over the
reproduction of material at the request of patrons. For more information please visit the
following website: http://www.loc.gov/copyright/title17/

